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One task undertaken by philosophers concerned with the gender dimensions of
global justice has been to trace the ways in which contemporary transnational
institutions and recent global policies, most of them facially gender-neutral, have
had systematically disparate and often burdensome consequences for specific
groups of women in both the global North and the global South. Below, | sketch
several examples.

First, the expansion of global trade has resulted in many hitherto well-paid jobs
being moved to low-wage areas in the global South. Here, many women have
become a new industrial proletariat in labor-intensive export-based industries,
especially in much of Asia, where govemments have tempted multinational
corporate investment with stereotypes of Asian women workers as tractable,
hard-working, dexterous—and sexy. Within these industries, wages and working
conditions are often very poor and sexual harassment is endemic. At the same
time, the offshoring of many erstwhile Northern jobs has had a disproportionate
impact on working women in the global North, especially women of color. The
replacement jobs available often are contingent or parttime positions in the
service sector, typically low-paid and lacking health and retirement benefits.

Second, the expansion of export agriculture and the relaxation of trade rules
have allowed wealthy countries to dump heavily subsidized agricultural products
on poor countries. Women, who comprise most of the world's farmers, have been
disproportionately affected by the decline in small-scale and subsistence
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agriculture resulting from these developments. More generally, the expansion of
global trade has had a devastating effect on the livelihoods of many women in the
global South, as small women-run businesses in areas such as food processing
and basket making have been wiped out. With the decline of small-scale and
subsistence agriculture, many women have been driven off the land and into
shantytowns, where they struggle to survive in the informal economy. Women
predominate in the informal economy, which is characterized by low wages or
incomes, uncertain employment, and poor working conditions. Many women are
forced into prostitution, accelerating the AIDS epidemic, and the women who
remain landless in the countryside are often forced to work as seasonal, casual,
and temporary laborers at lower wages than their male counterparts.

Third, many poor countries are heavily indebted and have been forced to
undertake programs of so-called structural adjustment in order to qualify for more
loans. A central feature of structural adjustment programs is a reduction in
government-funded services for social welfare, such as food subsidies, education,
and healthcare. These cutbacks have tended to affect women's economic status
even more adversely than men's, because women's socially assigned
responsibility for caring for children and other family members makes them more
reliant on such programs. Reductions in social services have forced women to
create survival strategies for their families by absorbing these reductions with their
own unpaid labor. The effect of these strategies has been felt especially in the
global South, where more work for women has resulted in higher school dropout
rates for girls. Longer hours of domestic work and less education contribute to
women's impoverishment by making it harder for them to attain well-paying jobs.
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Fourth, arms expenditures have risen sharply since 1990, despite the end of
the Cold War, and wars have proliferated. Militarism often affords men certain
opportunities, though obviously it harms those who are wars' casualties. Arguably,
miltarism is disproportionately harmful to women, especially poor women and
their children. Women enjoy relatively few benefits from public spending on war
industries and they suffer disproportionately when tax revenues are diverted from
social into military programs. Although the combatants in war are predominantly
male, the majority of the casualties are women and children, who also constitute
80 percent of the millions of refugees dislocated by war. Rape is a traditional
weapon of war and military activity is usually associated with organized and
sometimes forced prostitution

Fifth, the integration of the global economy has increased the sexualization of
women, partly via a multi-billion dollar pormography industry. Many women have
been drawn into some aspect of sex work, including servicing the workers in large
plantations, servicing representatives of transnational corporations, servicing
troops around military bases, and servicing UN troops and workers. In some parts
of Asia and the Caribbean, sex tourism is a mainstay of local economies,
Prostitution is of course not new, but globalization has encouraged it by
dislocating large populations, ~ disrupting  traditional communities, ~and
impoverishing many women, who see few other options for a livelihood.

Finally, the period since World War Il has seen a rapid degradation of the non-
human environment, including land desertification and pollution of the earth, air,
and oceans. Human-caused climate change has become undeniable. Much
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environmental damage is caused by Northern-controlled industries and especially
by military activity. However, poor women pay a disproportionate share of the
costs of environmental damage because they are especially vulnerable to
disruption of the climate, lack of food, fuel, and water, and because they must
give increased care to family members whose health is damaged by toxins.

Once these and other transnational gender disparities are made visible, it is
hard not to wonder whether the entire global political and economic order may
manifest systematic gender injustice. In order to address this question,
philosophers must weigh the benefits and burdens of the prevailing system of
global co-operation for groups partially identified by gender. However, normative
political philosophers are more than accountants, applying a prefabricated moral
calculus; they must also assess the adequacy of whatever measures are used to
assess these burdens and benefits. One necessary although certainly not
sufficient condition for the adequacy of such measures is that they should not be
gender-biased. In other words, the measures should neither overvalue nor
undervalue those benefits and burdens that accrue disproportionately to various
gendered groups. So philosophers concemed with the gender dimensions of
global justice confront a second and more deeply philosophical task, namely,
investigating whether elements of gender bias may infect some of the central
concepts used in philosophical discussions of global justice.

Existing feminist work provides reason to suspect that many of these concepts
are not gender-neutral. For example, it was not untl quite recently that war crimes
were defined so as to include war rape and sexual torture. It is arguable that the
definition of state-sanctioned repression should include family forms in which
brides are sold and in which fathers and husbands exert strict control over
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women's sexuality, dress, speech, and movement, and that slavery should be
interpreted to include forced domestic labor. It is also arguable that the definition
of genocide should be expanded to include female infanticide, the systematic
withholding of food, medical care, and education from girls, and the battery,
starvation, mutiation, and even murder of adult women. It is important to ask
whether representations of national culture overemphasize masculine
achievements or romanticize oppressive gender divisions. Have Western
conceptions of citizenship finally been freed from their earlier association with the
masculine activities of bearing arms and owning property? Does gender bias
infect prevailing systems of international accounting, which have trouble
recognizing the contributions and costs of women's unpaid labor? And does
gender bias exist in official definitions of poverty (Jaggar 2013)?








